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INT. MENTAL INSTITUTION, MEETING ROOM - EVENING

Several doctors, dressed in suits, and Nurse Ratched are in 
a staff meeting, sitting at a table.

Close up of Doctor #1. His facial expression is one of 
exasperation as he rests his head on one hand and shakes his 
head.

DOCTOR #1
I think he's dangerous. He's not 
crazy. But he's dangerous.

DOCTOR #2
You don't think he's crazy?

DOCTOR #1
No, he's not crazy.

DOCTOR #2
Dr. Sanji?

DR. SANJI
I don't think he's overly 
psychotic. But I still think he's 
quite sick.

DOCTOR #2
You think he's dangerous?

DR. SANJI
(nodding)

Absolutely so.

DOCTOR #2
Well, John, what do you want to do 
with him?

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Well, I think we've had our turn. 
I'd like to send him back to the, 
uh, work farm, frankly.

Nurse Ratched looks down and sighs as they talk.

DOCTOR #2
Is there anybody that you have on 
your staff that could relate to 
him, maybe, understand him, help 
him out with some of these 
problems?
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DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Well, funny thing is that the 
person that he's the closest to is 
the one he dislikes the most.

Dr. Spivey chuckles and looks over at Nurse Ratched.

DOCTOR #2
Oh, sure.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
That's you, Mildred.

Nurse Ratched looks around at all of them.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
Well, gentlemen, in my opinion, if 
we send him back to Pendleton or 
we send him up to Disturbed, it's 
just one more way of passing on 
our problems to somebody else. You 
know we don't like to do that. So 
I'd like to keep him on the ward. 
I think we can help him.

The men look at each other uneasily, then look at Dr. 
Spivey.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Doctors, Mildred, as you know, has 
been with us for over 25 years.

Cut to Nurse Ratched then back to Dr. Spivey.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
You name it, she's seen it. So, if 
she thinks she can help him, 
why...I have full confidence -

Dr. Sanji clears his throat. Everyone looks at him.

DR. SANJI
Dr. Spivey, if I may. At least two 
of us men here believe that Mr. 
McMurphy is dangerous, perhaps 
even mildly psychotic. Would 
it...and forgive me, Nurse 
Ratched...would it be responsible 
for us to leave a woman- Nurse 
Ratched - and Nurse Pilbow as 
well - at the mercy of a man 
proven and known to be violent?

Nurse Ratched and Dr. Spivey make eye contact.
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DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Dr. Sanji, I...perhaps we should 
just let Nurse Ratched explain how 
she plans to handle the situation.

Nurse Ratched waits several moments before speaking. 
Everyone is quiet as they wait for her to begin.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
First of all, Dr. Sanji

Cut to Dr. Sanji. Cut back to Nurse Ratched.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
I appreciate your chivalry.

She looks over at Dr. Spivey, who looks up at her, smiles 
slightly, and looks down at the table. Doctors #1 and #2 
chuckle.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
But I have to disagree with your 
assessment. I'm afraid I don't see 
this Mr. McMurphy the same way 
that you do. Yes, I'll admit, when 
I first encountered Mr. McMurphy, 
I was taken aback.

Cut to Dr. Spivey who is looking down and nodding. Cut back 
to Nurse Ratched.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
My first inclination, as you can 
quite understand, was to send him 
up to Disturbed. Just as you 
gentlemen have suggested here 
today. But, you see, I have had 
the opportunity to observe Mr. 
McMurphy. I've watched him 
monopolize the group for his own 
ends. I've watched him rule over 
the other men during outside 
recreation. I've watched him 
gamble the others out of a small 
fortune.

She pauses and looks at all of them. They are all at rapt 
attention. Doctor #1 is nodding.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
So, you see, gentlemen, I reject 
the idea that what we are dealing 
with is some kind of psychopathic 
hot potato that we must rid 
ourselves of at our earliest 
convenience.
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Several of the doctors chuckle.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
No. What we are dealing with is an 
extraordinarily ordinary man. A 
egomaniac, perhaps. A brash and 
rebellious upstart? Most 
certainly. But every would-be 
megalomaniac requires a following. 
Mr. McMurphy has become a hero 
today. A god.

Cut to Dr. Spivey who raises a hand to his chin and frowns.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
Send him away now and he remains a 
god.

Cut to Dr. Sanji, who nods.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
Conform him to our rules...Well, 
then he remains a mere man.

There is silence in the room for a few moments. Cut to Dr. 
Spivey.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
And just how do you propose to do 
that, Mildred?

Nurse Ratched looks at all of them for a moment.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
It's simple, John. By forcing him 
to save his one true love...

The doctors look at one another.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
...Mr. Randall Patrick McMurphy!

The other doctors laugh.

NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
You're forgetting, gentlemen, that 
we hold the cards here. Mr. 
McMurphy is committed. The length 
of time he stays in this hospital 
is entirely up to us.

The doctors look at each other and nod. Nurse Ratched stands 
up and smooths down the front of her nurse's dress with her 
hands.
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NURSE MILDRED RATCHED
Now, gentlemen, if there's nothing 
else, I'd like to get back to 
work.

Without waiting for a reply, she walks out. Dr. Sanji 
instinctively stands partially as she leaves.

CUT TO:

The doctors are exiting the meeting room into the hallway. 
Dr.#2 hangs back a little with Dr. Spivey and speaks to him 
with his voice lowered.

DOCTOR #2
So, John, what do you think?

Dr. Spivey chuckles.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
I think Randall McMurphy's days as 
a troublemaker are numbered.

Doctor #2 looks surprised but doesn't say anything.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
She's her father's daughter.

Dr. #2 looks confused.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Dr. Ratched.

Dr. Spivey looks around slightly before speaking. They 
continue to walk down the empty hospital corridor, speaking 
softly.

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
He was a bit, you could say, 
unconventional. But he knew how to 
handle patients. At least until 
the end.

DOCTOR #2
What happened at the end?

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Mildred was there. She was always 
with him. He was doing some 
experiments at the house. Not 
exactly legal. But ground-breaking 
work, potentially. A few of the 
patients got loose and...well, 
Mildred was just a young girl at 
the time, beautiful girl, just 
twelve years old.
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DOCTOR #2
You mean they...

DR. JOHN SPIVEY
Unfortunately. Yes. But Mildred 
always admired her father and his 
work. Even after...

DOCTOR #2
What happened to Dr. Ratched?

Dr. Spivey sighs. They continue walking. Dr. Spivey opens 
the exit door. He looks back at Doctor #2 before walking 
out.

DOCTOR #2
He killed himself.


